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FACING THE PAST

According to a U.S. naval tradi- |

{ion, cach commanding officer, about
a fortnight after entering upon his
dutics, presents a report to his
superiors. Admiral Stansfield
Turner, who has spent most of his
life al sea, decided to follow the
tradition ashore and, two weeks after
entering upon his duties as CiA
director, presented a report on the
sttuation, {rue, not to his superiors,
but to the vast TV audience of the
CBS  *“Face the Nation”™ pro-
gramme. : - .

As a starter, the Adiniral ventur-
ed to jusiify CIA practices of brib-
ing foreign politicians—and also the
bribing of U.S. Congressmen by the
South Korean inlelligence service:
“It's a matter of bribery versus a
matter of aid and support to a friend.”

The Admiral then assured his.
listeners that ‘““the miorale, the at-
titude of the professionals ... in the
CIA ... is quite good.” Only two
days later the CIA'’s “good attifude”
was fully reflected in the U.S. Pres-
ident's report to Congress, propos-
ing more activity against the :qocia1~
ist countiries by the subversive CIA-
supervised Liberty and Free Europe
radio slations. )

Evidently the Admirval thought his
audience would be delighted when
he lold them 1hat the CIA would
no lon<er snoop after U.S. citizens at
home. Bul his compatriots know the
real price of such promises.

Turning to inlernational affdirs,.
the Admiral baffled his audience by
claiming, on the-one hand, that the
U.S8.5. 1R, was economically, ideolog-
jcally and politically weak and, on
the olher, that despite this “weak-
neszs,” the balance was  gradually
tilting in favour of the Soviet Union,

which would eerdainly not let this
opportunity slip to iranslate it into.

STAT

“political leverage on the rest of
the world.” f
The Admiral ceriainly was not
“facing the mation.” Rather was hel
facing the past. '
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